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ABSTRACT
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in principle, there can be an analog to the Keynesian multiplier in the neoclassical
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that the interest rate impact of a persistent government consumption shock exceeds
that of a temporary one. Qur results provide counterexamples to existing claims in
the literature.
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1. Introduction

Early general equilibrium business cycle models, say as represented by the
seminal works of Kydland and Prescott (1982) and Lonrg and Plosser (1982),
emphasized the importance of aggregate shocks to technology as impulses to post
war US business cycles. Spurred on by both the empirical successes and
shortcomings of these models, recent work has sought to identify and integrate other
impulses to aggregate economic activity into equilibrium business cycle models. !

Curiously, modern equilibrium business cycle analysts have paid relatively
little attention to the role of government expenditures as a possible contributor to
business cycle activity. It is true that authors like Hall (1980) and Barro
(1981,1987), approaching the problem from a neoclassical perspective, have argued
that changes in aggregate government consumption can significantly alter aggregate
economic activity. Still, very little work has been done on integrating the public
sector into formal quantitative general equilibrium models of the business cycle.?
This stands in sharp contrast to traditional Keynesian analyses which typically
assign great importance to the role of government expenditures in determining
aggregate output, employment and interest rates. |

This paper investigates the impact of changes in government consumption on
aggregate employment, output and interest rates. We proceed at both a theoretical

and a quantitative level. Our theoretical analysis is conducted within the confines

!Hamilton (1983) for example has stressed the important role of oil shocks in business cycles
while Barsky and Miron (1988) investigate the role of seasonal shocks arising from weather
patterns and holidays. Other authors like Judd (1985) and Braun (1989) consider the role of
movements in marginal tax rates on aggregate economic fluctuations. In contrast, authors like
Kydland (1987} and Cooley and Hansen {1988} are incorporating monetary shocks into
quantitative general equilbrium businesss cycle models.

2Some recent exceptions include Baxter and King (1988), Braun (1988), McGratten (1989),
Christiano and Eichenbaum (1988), and Wynne (1988).



of a one sector stochastic neoclassical growth model. Our quantitative analysis is
based upon a version of the model whose parameters were estimated in Christiano
and Eichenbaum (1988). The reader may be puzzled that we find it necessary at ail
to consider the theoretical effects of variations in government consumption. Indeed,
this question has been previously analyzed by Hall (1980) and Barro (1981,1987),
ostensibly using the standard neoclassical growth model. However, our analysis
indicates that the neoclassical growth model makes predictions about the impact of
government consumption which are, in many ways, fundamentally different from
those claimed by Hall and Barro.

It is convenient to begin by summarizing those claims. First, according to
Hall (1980) and Barro (1981,1987), both transient and persistent increases in
government consumption ought to increase aggregate output and hours worked.
Second, Hall (1980) argues that the employment and output effects of persistent
increases in government consumption are smaller than those of tramsient increases.?
Third, according to Barro (1987), while positive, the ratio of the change in
contemporaneous and steady state output to changes in government consumption
must be less than one, i.e. there can be no analog to the Keynesian "multiplier" in
the neoclassical growth model. Fourth, Barro (1981, 1987) argues that a transient
increase in government consumption ought to impact positively on the interest rate,
while a permanent increase ought to leave the interest rate unchanged.

While our theoretical analysis leads us to conclude, as do Hall (1980) and

3Barro (1981) seems to suggest this as well. In particular he writes that "Under plausible
conditions, the temporary case invelves an output response that is positive, less than
one—to—one with the change in government purchases, and larger than that generated by an
equal—sized, but permanent, shift in purchases.” However he comments on the relative output
effects of temporary and permanent changes in government purchases only in the abstract of
the paper and in the section on optimal, non—lump—sum taxes—a case which we do not
consider. Therefore, it is not clear whether the previous statement is meant to apply to both
lump—sum and optimal non—lump—sum taxation situations, or enly the latter.



Barro (1981,1987), that transient as well as persistent increases in government
consumption do generate increases in output and employment, we find ourselves in
disagreement along other important dimensions. First, we demonstrate analytically
that—under standard assumptions spelled out in section 2 below—the employment
and output effects of permanent increases in government consumption always ezceed
those of temporary increases.t From this perspective, the more persistent is
government consumption, the more likely it is to be an important impulse to
business cycle fluctuations. In our quantitative analysis, we find that the
differential impact of persistent and temporary shocks to government consumption
are quite substantial. Second, we use our parametric model to show that the steady
state response of output to a permanent one unit change in government
consumption can exceed unity. Further, the contemporaneous response of output to
a one unit change in government consumption can also exceed unity if that change
is sufficiently persistent. Thus, in principle there can be an analog to the Keynesian
"multiplier" in conventional neoclassical models. Third, we show that, in our
parametric model, an increase in government consumption causes the real interest
rate to rise, regardless of whether the change in government consumption is
temporary or persistent. Indeed, for that model, we find that a persistent increase in
government consumption has a larger impact on the interest rate than does a

transient increase.

4This verifies conjectures in Christiano and Eichenbaum (1988) and Baxter and King (1988)
that such a result might hold for a reasonably general class of models. See also Barro and
King (1982) who suggest in their footnote 13, that under lump sum taxes, a permanent
change in government purchases would have a stronger effect than a temporary change in
government purchases because "investment tends to decline more when the change in
purchases is ternporary."



In the remainder of this section we provide some intuition for the difference

between our results and those in the existing literature.

The Relative Impact of Temporary Versus Persistent

Government Consumption Shocks

The basic argument underlying Hall’s conclusion about the relative impact of
persistent and temporary changes in government consumption can be summarized as
follows. A temporary increase of one unit in government consumption reduces
consumers’ permanent incomes by much less than one unit (approximately zero).
Consequently, the demand for private consumption remains (roughly) unchanged, so
that, for a given interest rate, net aggregate demand increases by one unit. Since
there has been no change in labor suppliers’ permanent incomes, other things equal,
when viewed as a function of the interest rate, the aggregate supply curve of output
does not shift. Consequently, real interest rates must rise to clear the commodity
market. This transient increase in the interest rate induces a positive labor supply
response for intertemporal substitution reasons.

In contrast, a permanent increase in government consumption by one unit
reduces consumers’ permanent incomes by one unit. Other things equal, this induces
a fall in the demand for private consumption by one unit. With no net change in
aggregate demand there is no need for any offsetting effects on interest rates.
Consequently, equilibrium output and hours worked do not change.

The basic problem with Hall’'s argument is that it makes inconsistent
assumptions regarding the income effect on leisure. An implicit assumption of his
analysis of a permanent change in government consumption is that there is no

income effect on leisure. But this cannot also be a maintained assumption of his



analysis of a temporary change in government consumption. This is because, under
that assumption, a temporary change in government consumption elso has no
impact on equilibrium output and employment.?

In fact, with a positive income effect on leisure, permanent changes in
government consumption always have an effect on employment and output that is
larger than the effect of transitory changes. We obtain this result by decomposing
the effect on household hours worked of a change in government consumption as
follows: (a) the direct effect of the change in government consumption on hours
worked, holding constant private investment, (b) the effect on investment of the
change in government consumption, and (c) the indirect effect of government
consumption on hours worked that occurs via the change in investment.

As it turns out, in (a) and (c), increases in government consumption and
investment can be viewed as exogenous reductions in income which raise hours
worked. However, with respect to (b), a transient increase in government
consumption reduces investment, reflecting agents’ desire to smooth consumption
over time. But, a persisient increase in government consumption either increases
investment or does not reduce it by as much as in the transient case. Basically this
is because a permanent increase in government consumption raises the steady state
level of capital. It is the indirect effect of government that accounts for the fact
that persistent changes in government consumption generate larger

contemporaneous effects on output and employment than transient changes.

¥This follows from two observations. First, if the income effect on leisure is zero, then the
marginal rate of substitution between labor and consumption depends only on leisure.
Therefore, households’ labor supply depends only on the current real wage rate — interest rate
considerations play no role in determining labor supply. Second, the marginal productivity
schedule of labor, which determines the demand for labor, is fixed by the current stock of
capital and the level of technology. Taken together, these two observations imply that
equilibrium output and employment do not depend on the contemporaneous level of
government consumption.



The Multiplier

The basic argument underlying Barro’s conclusion that contemporaneous and
steady state output increase by less than a given permanent increase in government
consumption can be summarized as follows. The negative wealth effect associated
with a permanent increase in government consumption leads to a reduction in
private consumption. At the same time, investment does not change, because
according to Barro’s analysis, interest rates do not change. Since aggregate output
equals the sum of private consumption, investment and government consumption,
the increase in output must be less than the increase in government consumption.

The key problem with this argument lies in the assertion that investment
does not change in response to a permanent increase in government consumption. In
general this claim is not true unless there is no income effect on leisure. To see why,
it is convenient to consider the nonstochastic case. In standard versions of the
neoclassical growth model, the steady state capital-hours worked ratio is
determined by agents’ subjective discount rate and is not affected by government
consumption. But, given a positive income effect on leisure, steady state hours
worked increase in response to a permanent increase in government consumption. It
follows that the steady state stock of capital and investment must also increase.
Given the increase in steady—state investment, there is no longer any reason for the
steady state multiplier to be less than one. Similar considerations imply that the
contemporaneous output effect of a permanent change in government consumption

can also exceed one.$

8An alternative way to rationalize Barro’s claim, which does not depend on the absence of an
income effect on leisure, is to assume that the marginal productivity of capital does not
depend on hours worked. We do not impose this restriction in our analysis.



The Interest Rate and Government Consumption

According to Barro (1981,1987) permanent increases in government
consumption ought to have no impact on the interest rate. To see why this result
does not hold in general, it is again useful to consider the nonstochastic case. With a
positive income effect on leisure, permanent increases in government consumption
drive up the steady—state stock of capital and hours worked. For a model economy
like ours, the interest rate is above its steady state value whenever the capital stock
is below its steady state. Moreover, convergence is monotonic, with the interest
rate eventually returning to its unchanged steady-state value (see Aiyagari (1988),
Proposition 3). Consequently, a permanent increase in government consumption
induces a temporary increase in the interest rate. Indeed, in our parametric model,
we find that this increase is actually larger than that which would result from a
temporary change in government consumption. At the same time we wish to
emphasize that this last result is by no means a general one. There exist alternative
preference and technology assumptions for the one sector growth model in which
temporary increases in government consumption have bigger impacts on the interest

rate than permanent changes.?

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. In section 2 we present

our basic model and analytical results. Al proofs are relegated to the appendix.

TTo see this, suppose the economy is in nonstochastic steady state and there is no income
effect on leisure. Then, a permanent increase in government consumption that is met by an
equal decrease in private consumption and no change in hours worked is both feasible and
optimal. But, this means that the interest rate is left unchanged by the permanent increase
in government consumption. If the increase in government consumption is temporary, the
proposed consumption and hours worked response would be feasible, but not optimal. In fact,
investment would fall and the interest rate would rise.



Section 3 contains our numerical results. Finally section 4 contains some concluding

remarks.

2. Dynamic Fffects of Government Spending: Theoretical Results

In this section we analyze a variant of the neoclassical growth model
modified to include elastic labor supply and government consumption. QOur main
result is that the contemporaneous effect on employment and output of a persistent
increase in government consumption always exceeds the corresponding effect of a
temporary increase in government consumption. A formal proof of this proposition
is contained in the Appendix. The purpose of this section is to provide an intuitive

description of the argument.
2.1 The Model.

We assume that the competitive equilibrium allocation can be represented as

the solution to the following planning problem. Maximize,
w

(2.1) Eoz Fulcpn,) 0<p<,
t=0

subject to,

(2.2) cp+ g, + K <flk.n),

t+1 -

and 0 ¢ n, < N, cp >0, kt +1 >0, kO > 0, given, by choice of contingency plans for



n, cb, and kt +1 Here, P B and kt denote private consumption, public
consumption, and the beginning—of-period public plus private stock of capital,
respectively. Also, n, denotes hours worked and N is the total time endowment. The
function, f(kt’nt)’ relates date t gross output and the undepreciated part of capital

to the factors of production.
Assumptions on Ezxogenous Shocks

We assume that government consumption, 8/ evolves according to

(24) g = Glg; +g})-

Here, G(-) > 0is a strictly increasing function while g’f and gI: are the zero mean
transitory and persistent components of government spending, respectively.
Throughout, we assume that g'{ is iid over time and that gP T

1 1
independent. Both gf and grf are assumed to have bounded support, [gtl:li

and g, are mutually

P
n’gmax]’

T , T , tespectively. Further, gP is a Markov process with conditional
Emin’®max t

cumulative distribution function III(gP’ IgP) = Prob[gi) 41 ¢ gP' ]gf = gP]. We

make the following assumption for ¥:
. . .. P
El VU is decreasing in g~ .2

Assumption E1 formalizes our notion of persistence. Intuitively, gI,: is persistent if

8Formally, W is decreasing in gP means that if gb > gf, then ¥(gp’ |g§') 2 Y(gpr’ Igg) for all
gP’, with the inequality being strict for some gP”.



higher values of glt) make higher values of g]t? 41 Tore likely.® To motivate the

usefulness of this definition, consider the random variable

P
g

Bluteh b=l = [ p e )ava’ eh),

min
where w is any continuous, increasing function. Integrating by parts we obtain:

P
g

@s)  Eulgh Il =N = eB) - 5w 1P aute® )
min

From this equation it is evident that our definition of persistence implies that the
expectation in (2.5) is increasing in gf. Below, we indicate where this implication of

El is used in proving our result. Our final assumption on the exogenous shocks is:

P T

p
E2  Prob{gy 1) = Bpap By 41

T P P
= gma.x|gt} >0, forallg,.

Below we indicate how E2 helps guarantee an interior solution to the planning

problem.
Assumptions on Technology

We begin by listing our assumptions on the function f, labeled T

80ur definition of persistence is equivalent to the concept of first order stochastic dominance.
See, for example, Hadar and Russel (1969) and Hanoch and Levy (1969). We thank V.V,
Chari for drawing our attention to this fact.

10



("technology"). These assumptions are typical in analyses of the standard

neoclassical growth model.

T1  fis strictly increasing, concave and obeys constant returns to scale; it
is twice continuously differentiable for k > 0, n > 0; and f{O,N) -
Bmax < 0.

T2 fi(nk)-+wask-0for0<n¢N,
f(nk)-oasn~0for0<k.

T3 lim fk(k,n) <lforO<n¢N.
~m

T4  there exists a k such that f(k,N) - Bmax > K

T5 fk>O,fn>0,fkk<0,fm<0,fkn>0fork>0,n>0.

Throughout, fi is defined as the partial derivative of f with respect to its ith

argument, for i = n, k. Assumptions T1 and T4 assure that there exist values of k

T

such that f(k,N)—gmax—k =0, where gmax = G(glflaat+gmax

}. Denote the smallest
such value of k by k, so that

(2.6) f(k,N) - Bmax = k.
The existence of k is necessary for the economy to have the capability of

reproducing its capital stock. An additional requirement needed to guarantee the

survivability of this economy is:

11



T6 k

I
I

It is straightforward to show that assumption T3 ensures the existence of a
maximum possible value for kt’ which we denote by k. Taken together, our
assumptions imply that we can, without loss of generality, restrict ourselves to
consider values of the capital stock that lie between k and k. The upper bound is
non-binding because it is technically infeasible to exceed it. Qur assumptions on
preferences (listed below) and E2 guarantee that the lower bound is also

non-binding.

Assumptions on Preferences

Let v, denote the partial derivative of u with respect to i1 fori = c¢p,n. In
addition, we denote the marginal rate of substitution between leisure and

consumption by

—u_(cP,n)
(2.7) w(cPn) = ———— forcP > 0,0<{n < N.
u,(cP,n)

QOur assumptions on preferences are as follows:

12



P1

P2

P3

P4

u is strictly concave, strictly increasing in cP and strictly decreasing in
nfor cP > 0,0 < n ¢ N; it is twice continuously differentiable for c? >

0,n<N; ucp>0,un<0,u p<0,unn<0 and

cPc

Uepep UYepp
> 0.

u u

ncP nn

w(cP,n) + o as n + N for fixed cp > 0,

w(cP,n) - 0 as cP - 0 for fixed n < N.
IfcP - 0 and (~u /u p) is decreasing then u p -~ .

wcp>0forcp>0,0$n<N

Assumption P3 is required to accommodate situations in which ¢? ~0 and n + N
simultaneously. P4 is the assumption that leisure is a superior good. Assumptions
P1 - P3 help guarantee that the optimal choices of k’, cP and n lie in the interior of

the planner’s constraint set.1?

WWith one exception, our assumptions on preferences are standard. The exception is that we
do not permit g to affect the marginal utility of clg and n,. This rules out utility functions

of the form considered in the literature on government consumption (see, e.g., Aschauer
{1985), Barro (1987) and Kormendi (1983)), where utility functions of the form u(cp-{-agt,nt)

for & # 0 are studied. The numerical findings in Christiano and Eichenbaum (1988) suggest
that the results in this paper are robust to this extension, as long as the appropriate analogue
of & # 1 obtains,

13



2.2 Government Consumption and Equilibrium Employment and Output

We discuss the qualitative features of the solution to our planning problem
using standard dynamic programming methods. Bellman’s equation for the

planning problem is:

(2.8) v(kgf,gl) = max {u(cp,n)+ E{dv(k g g1 ) e ]}
ch,k’ ,n e A(k,g)

where k ¢ [k,k ] and
(2.9) A(k,g) ={crk’,n:cP>0,0¢n <N, k’ >k, cp+ k’ + g < f(kn)}.

In (2.8)-(2.9), time subscripts have been deleted and the superscript * denotes next
period’s value. Formulated in this way, the problem is to find a value function, v,
which satisfies (2.8) and (2.9). Given our assumptions, it is straightforward to show
that v exists, is unique and is strictly concave in k for fixed (gT, gP). In addition,
for fixed gP and gT, the function v is continuously differentiable in k for all k ¢
(k,k). The contingency plans for cP, n, and k‘ that we seek are the unique plans
which attain the maximum in (2.8).

For our purposes, it i8 convenient to rewrite (2.8)2.9) as

(2.10) v(k,g" gT)

= max {[max u(cP,n) -I-E[ﬁv(k’,gp',gT')lSP]}a
k< k' <f(Nk)}g |n,cPeB(k,k +g)

where,

14



(2.11) B(k,k’+g) = {cp,n: 0<n <N, DB < cp < f(k,n){g+k’)},

for k € [k,k ], k’ € [k,i(k,n)-g]. Let the function defined in the first square brackets
of (2.10) be denoted

(2.12) W(k,k’+g) = max ufcp,n).
n,cPeB(k,k’ +g)

It is easy to show (see the Appendix) that there exist unique solutions
(2.13) n = h(k,k’ +g}, cp = q(k,k’ +g)

that attain the maximum in (2.12). It is also easy to establish {again, see the
Appendix) that W is strictly concave in (k,k*) for fixed g and is twice differentiable
in the interior of its domain. With this notation, (2.8) can be written as

PT)

(2.14) v(kgF.g max {W(k,k’+g) + E[fv(k" " .67 ")|g"1}-

k <k’ <f(k,N)g

Thus, problem (2.8) is broken into two parts, a purely static part, (2.12), and a
dynamic part, (2.14). This way of splitting the problem corresponds to our
description in the introduction of the direct and indirect effects of movements in g,.
Problem (2.12) captures the direct effects of g and k’ on (cP,n) whereas problem
(2.14) captures the indirect effect of g on (cP,n) via k’.

thice that the distinction between transient and persistent changes in g

enters solely via the indirect effect in problem (2.14). One way to see this is to

15



decompose the response of n to a change in g as:

dn Jh oh dk’ 6h dk’
dg g Ok’dg g dg

where h is defined in (2.13).1t The expression after the second equality in (2.15)
reflects the symmetry with which g and k’ enter the h function. Because gP and gT
enter the static problem’s constraint set, B, in a symmetric way, it follows that
0h/dg does not depend on whether the change in g reflects a change in gP or gT.
However, because a change in gP influences the distribution of g’ while a change in
gT does not, no such symmetry exists for dk’/dg. Hence, our problem reduces to

understanding the relative magnitudes of dk”/ ng and dk’/ dgT.
The Static Problem

In the first part of the Appendix we establish that h is strictly increasing in
k’+g (see equation (A5)). To understand this result, one need only consider the
planner’s static consumptionleisure choice problem. Here, an increase in k‘+g
corresponds to a parallel downward shift in the planner’s resource constraint set.
When Wep > 0, i.e., leisure is a superior good, the ensuing negative income effect
generates an increase in hours worked. When the income effect on leisure is zero,
i.e., w,, = 0, then h/dg = 0 (see (A.4a) in the Appendix). This last result, in
combination with (2.15), shows why the absence of an income effect on leisure

cannot be used to rationalize standard arguments regarding the relative impacts of

11Although our assumptions are sufficient to guarantee differentiability of h, we have not
established differentiability of k’ with respect to g, nor does our proof in the Appendix rely
on differentiability of k’. Nevertheless, we find this notation useful for pedagogical purposes.

16



transient and persistent changes in government consumption on output and

employment.
The Dynamic Problem

In this subsection we discuss the impact of transient and persistent changes
in government consumption on investment. In particular, we analyze the relative
magnitudes of dk’ /dgT and dk'/dgp. Denote the value of k’ which attains the
maximum in (2.14) by F(k,g¥,gL). Proposition 1 (ii) in the Appendix establishes
that F(k,gP,gT) lies in the interior of its constraint set, [k,f(k,N)-g]. This

guarantees that the first order condition implied by (2.14) is satisfied as an equality,

ie.,
P, T, P
(2.16) -Wy (kk'+g) = E[fv,. (kg "8 ")lg |
. P T . : . T P
for k* = F(k,g" ,g~ ). To understand how F varies with changes in g~ and g~ , we

plot =W, , (k,k’ +g) and E[fv, , (k’ ,gP’,gT')lgP] as functions of k” in Figure 1.

Consider first the graph of E[ﬁvk,(k',gP',gT')]gP], the marginal benefit of
an additional unit of k’. Two salient features of this curve are that it is downward
sloping and it goes to infinity as k- - k. The first feature reflects the strict concavity
of v in k’. The second feature follows from E2 and the fact that

: , P T
lim vk,(k g

max’gma.x) = w. To understand the latter, we use the result
k' -k

(established using Proposition 1 (iii) and (A6.2}) that v, , = u _.f,, evaluated along
the optimal plan, as well as the fact that when (gP,gT) = (grl;ax’gnTma.x) and k’ = k,

then {cP’,n’) - (0,N). The behavior of u cp corresponding to this (cp’,n’) sequence

17



is governed by assumption P3, which asserts that u cp O

Figure 1 also displays the graph of —Wk,. In the Appendix we show that
—Wk,(k,k’+g) is an increasing function of k’ and goes to infinity as k’ goes to
f(k,N) - g (see equations (A7) and (A8) in the Appendix). Since W (kk +g) =
u.p(cP,n) (see (A6.b) in the Appendix), we refer to this curve as the marginal cost
curve of acquiring an extra unit of capital. The optimal value of k’ is determined by
the intersection of the marginal benefit and cost curves. In figure 1 this value is
denoted by k*.

In Figure 2, we analyze the impact of a change in g on the marginal cost and
benefit curves. The benchmark marginal cost and benefit curves in that figure are
labelled C1 and Bl’ respectively. The benchmark optimal value of k’ is ki' Now
suppose there is a purely transitory increase in g, ie, AgT = x > 0. By
construction, gT is not an argument of E[ﬁvk,(k’,gP’,gT’)[gP]. Consequently, the
marginal benefit curve does not shift. In contrast, gT is an argument of
—Wk,(k,k'+g). Therefore, the marginal cost curve shifts to the left in response to
an increase in gT. We label the new marginal cost curve 02, and the new
intersection point, ké. It is evident that dk’/ dgT is negative.

Now suppose that the increase in g reflects AgP = x. In contrast to the
previous experiment, the marginal benefit curve is affected by this change. This
effect arises because the conditional distribution of gP’ depends on the value of gP.
Under assumption E1 regarding the probability law of gP, an increase in gP shifts

P

probability mass towards higher values of g° *. To see the impact on Efv, ., it is

useful to exploit relation (2.5). Proposition 3 in the Appendix establishes that Vi 1

P

an increasing function of g /, so that we may set w = ﬂvk,. Consequently,

assumption E1 guarantees that E[ﬂvk,(k',gp',gT')lgP] is an increasing function of

gP. In Figure 2, B, denotes the marginal benefit curve corresponding to the higher

18



value of gP. The new marginal cost curve coincides with C1 since gP and gT enter

Wy, ina symmetric fashion. The optimal value of k’ under these circumstances is
denoted by k3. In general one cannot determine the sign of kj — k. However, it
must be the case that ké - ké is positive so that dk’ /ng > dk-’ /dgT.

The previous result, in conjunction with (2.15), establishes the central result
of our paper, namely, the contemporaneous impact on n of a persistent increase in g
ezceeds the corresponding impact of a trensient increase in g. This result is
formalized in Theorem 1 of the Appendix. It follows that the output effect of an
increase in government spending is larger for increases that are persistent than for

those that are transient.
3. Dvnamic Effects of Government Spending: Quantitative Results.

In this section we accomplish four tasks. First, we provide a numerical
example of the theoretical results discussed in section 2. Second, we show that both
the contemporaneous and the nonstochastic steady state impacts of a persistent
increase in government consumption on output can exceed unity. Third, we
demonstrate that the contemporaneous impact on the interest rate of a persistent
increase in government consumption is non—zero in general. Fourth, we show that
the impact on interest rates of a persistent increase in government consumption can
exceed the corresponding impact of a transient increase in government consumption.

We accomplish these tasks using a version of the parametric growth model
considered by Christiano and Eichenbaum (1988).12 That model is a special case of

the one analyzed in section 2, except for the fact that we allow for shocks to the

12That model is the same as Kydland and Prescott's (1982) model and corresponds to the
version of Gary Hansen’s (1985) model in which labor is divisible.
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aggregate production technology. This allows us to use values of the structural
parameters estimated by Christiano and Eichenbaum (1988). In any event, it is
trivial to extend the results of section 2 to allow for this additional source of

uncertainty.
3.1 The Parametric Model.

Our parametric model assumes u(cp,n,) = log(cp)+log(N-n,), f(A, k,,n,) =
exp(-D )07 4+ (1-fexp(-2 )k, and G(gf+gT) = Fexp(gf+g)). Our
specification of f reflects the presence of a technology shock, whose time t value we
denote by ’\t' We assume that /\t and g’f are mutually independent and
independently distributed over time, with mearn A and zero, respectively.!3

Regarding ¥, we suppose that glt) has the AR(1) representation,

P P
(3.1) By =P8y 1 + s lo| <1,

P
1

In general it is not possible to obtain an analytic solution to this planning

where [N is fundamental for g, and independent of ’\t'
problem. Instead, we work with the loglinear approximation to the optimal
decision rules for k,  , and n, described in Christiano and Eichenbaum (1988).

These are of the form

13This specification actually corresponds to what Christiano and Eichenbaum (1988) refer to as
the stationary version of their model. In the nonstationary version of their model the

function f is given by (z;nt)(l_gjl(e + (1—8)K; and the function u is given by

log{Ct) + Ylog(N—ny). Here, 54 is a technology shock with law of motion =y = z¢-jexp(Ay).
The model in the text is obtained by rewriting the planning problem in terms of the
stationary variables ¢y = Ct/2¢ and kt,y = Ki,1/2;. The unorthodox specification of f in the

text reflects this transformation.
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P P
(32) k4 =Xk /k )r]‘exp[dkgt a,8, +e

T
(3.3) n =ns(kt/ks)r“exp[dng dngt +e A,

t

where n and ks are the values of n, and k , Tespectively, in the nonstochastic steady

state. The coefficients Ty dE, dP, ) €, are scalar functions of the

model’s structural parameters.

3.2 Non-Stochastic Steady State Results

Let T and n V. denote the elasticities of non-stochastic steady state

n,g
employment and output with respect to g. The fact that the steady state

output—hours worked ratio is fixed by the discount rate implies

(3.4) dy, 8
. n =n = —_—
It can be shown that,
dy, c¢+g cP 1 1
(35) oSSy
ag v, ¥, [(N/n )]

Here, cp and Y denote the nonstochastic steady—state values of private consumption

and output.!4

14We derive (3.5) as follows. In steady state the resource constraint and the planner's

21






